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Corporate regional administrators please forward this email to all your applicable facilities

TO: Dialysis & Transplant Facility Personnel                                   DATE: August 29, 2005

UPDATE:  Hurricane Katrina
The City of New Orleans and other areas are without power and many patients have evacuated due to damage from Hurricane KATRINA!  

· The Northern and Western Louisiana and Southern Arkansas dialysis community should expect calls from facilities, patients and family members requesting transient dialysis services as they evacuate their communities.    Also expect patients who may present without advance contact or medical records since the storm approached over the weekend. Patients with no records CAN STILL BE TREATED. All that is required is for a physician to write dialysis orders. 

· If the patients’ HbsAg status is unknown, provide treatment as potentially positive.  If these patients are admitted for treatment before results of HBsAg or anti-HBs testing are known, these patients shall undergo treatment as if the HbsAg test results were positive, except that they shall not be treated in the HbsAg isolation room, area, or machine. 

·  Network toll free numbers: [for patients 800.472.8664] or [for facility staff  877.700.1196].   If your facility is located in the area impacted by Katrina, a message to the Network office would be appreciated to keep us updated on your status and needs or ways we can be of assistance or get you to another resource.     
· We ask your patience and cooperation in assisting during this emergency.  To assist Louisiana dialysis patients and facilities, we have the following emergency management resources available on our web site.  

( ESRD Network 13 Web Site

( http://www.network13.org/katrina.htm
or

( http://www.network13.org/patients.htm
or

( http://www.network13.org/alerts.htm
( Suggested resources for download and printing
An Emergency Prepardness Guide for Dialysis & Transplant Patients
Preparación Para Emergéncias para Pacientes de Diálisis y Trasplante
Emergencies Guide for People on DialysisPrepárese para Emergencias: Una guía para personas en diálisis

 Uniform ESRD Transient Form 
Medicare - Dialysis Facility Compare Website
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